Lincoln Bulletin
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Monday, January 15

Martin Luther King Holiday
SCHOOL CLOSED

Thursday, January 18

5th Grade Exploratory/Elective Forms due

Friday, January 19

Teacher’s Institute Day
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Tuesday, January 23

Jump Rope for Heart Event

Thursday, January 25

PTO Meeting
4:00 PM in LRC (new date)

Friday, January 26

Lincoln School Family Dance
6:30 – 8:00 PM

Wednesday, January 31

Lincoln Reads Family Book Club
6:30 – 8:00 PM

January 29 – February 9

After School Enrichment

Friday, February 9

PTO Father/Son Night
6:30 – 8:30 PM

From the Principal
On Monday evening, Lincoln hosted the D303 Board of Education meeting. We were able to
take some time to share what our writing instruction looks like across the building as well as
have some students share their writing. We had six first grade students volunteer to come in and
have a mini “publishing party”, sharing their published pieces with our board members and a few
district administrators. The students did an amazing job representing Lincoln School! The board
members were very impressed with what they had published and enjoyed spending time with our
students. It was a great opportunity to showcase just one of the many wonderful things about our
Lincoln community of learners!
Our second Parent Coffee was on Thursday. During this time, I was able to share some
information about the workshop model of instruction that is used in reading and writing here at
Lincoln. This approach is quite different from what we experienced during our own education
years ago, and parents shared that they have seen a positive impact on learning in their own
homes. If you were not able to attend and would like more information about the workshop
model, feel free to contact me at any time. I’d love to sit down and chat about instruction with
you!
Next Thursday, January 18th, the district will be hosting a community meeting to share proposed
changes for next school year. A message was sent out to parents about the need for these changes
last Monday. If you did not receive this email, please let me know. I encourage parents to stay
informed throughout the next few months by attending meetings if possible, reading
communications that are sent, and asking questions as needed. Change can be challenging, but
understanding the “why” behind the decisions can help make the process go more smoothly.
Thursday’s meeting will be held at 5:30 at the Thompson 6th grade building.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at any time.
Stay warm!
Mrs. Balaskovits

From the Secretary
SNOW! Now that we have officially begun the snow season, please make sure of the following
Lincoln recess rules:




Snow boots need to be worn in order to walk in the snow.
Snow pants and snow boots need to be worn in order to play in the snow.
All winter items need to be worn that came with your child to school that day (hats,
gloves, scarf, etc.).

Please label your child’s personal belongings. Even initials are helpful in gloves and hats to help
locate their owner! This extra step is so helpful for keeping items out of our Lost & Found.
Attendance Mailbox: Please remember to call in your child’s absence or late arrival prior to
9:00 am. Our Attendance Mailbox is always available 24 hours to leave your message for the office.

From the Music Teacher
ATTN: CONCERT INFO! 1st through 4th Grade Families! Please read the attached PDF for
concert dates, times, and changes for the 2018 school year! Contact Mrs. Beetstra directly with any
questions.

Upcoming Parent University brought to you by Centennial Counseling:
January 15, 2018
Ways to Initiate Conversations with your Children on Challenging Topics
Are you looking for ways to talk to your children about challenging topics such as
natural disasters, the current political climate and violence in our society?
"Difficult conversations are a normal part of being a parent of an adolescent. 2017
seemed to up this ante with the tense political climate, prolific sexual scandals, heartbreaking racial division, mass acts of violence and devastating natural disasters," noted
Ashley Nolan, Associate Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist at Centennial
Counseling Center. The session, led by Nolan, will address how to engage in helpful
conversations with adolescents when tackling these issues.
Please join us for an empowering and hope-filled evening on January 15 at The Office,
in St. Charles, from 6-8 p.m. Register for the event by clicking here.
You can also learn about other upcoming Parent University and Centennial Counseling
offerings and register for them by clicking here.

